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The 2026 Melissa George Excellence in Sea Country award recipient is Jordan Ivey, a 
Durungbal custodian of Bundjalung Country and a South Sea Islander man, and Indigenous 
Futures Coordinator at the Australian Institute of Marine Science (AIMS).  

 

Over the past three years, Jordan Ivey has led the design and delivery of programs that are 
reshaping how Traditional Owner groups engage with and lead marine science and reef 
restoration in Australia. As the project lead responsible for the design and delivery of the 
Reef Restoration and Adaptation Program (RRAP) Indigenous Futures Program, Jordan 
supports ~30 Indigenous Rangers across eight Traditional Owner groups. Jordan’s work 
has supported the transition from capacity building to real-world delivery, with rangers now 
involved in large-scale restoration and monitoring activities. This includes directing Free, 
Prior and Informed Consent processes, ensuring ethical engagement, and developing 
approaches that position First Nations people as active contributors in an emerging reef 
restoration industry.  

 

Jordan has demonstrated extensive engagement with both Indigenous communities and the 
marine science sector through his career, working with more than 20 Traditional Owner 
groups across Australia, supporting on-Country marine monitoring, reef restoration, training 
delivery, and cultural mapping. Jordan has built his experience through on-Country delivery, 
relationships, and practice. The most important change he is contributing to is a holistic, 
system-level shift that creates long-term, generational outcomes for First Nations people 
and Sea Country. Jordan has a strong commitment to supporting the next generation 
through mentoring Indigenous students and early-career professionals through university 
programs, including tutoring and initiatives such as the New Colombo Plan.  


