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The 2026 Technical Award recipient is Antonia Cooper, a marine scientist and operations 
leader at the Institute for Marine and Antarctic Studies, University of Tasmania, with 20 
years’ experience in marine ecosystem monitoring, scientific diving, and program 
management. 

 

Toni is at the forefront of one of the most valuable systems for ingesting, checking, storing 
and delivering standardized quantitative marine biodiversity data globally - The National 
Reef Monitoring Network (NRMN), bringing together data from the Australian Temperate 
Reef Collaboration (ATRC) and Reef Life Survey (RLS). Toni was not only involved in the 
collection of datasets feeding into the NRMN database but was also critical to the NRMN’s 
development and made the science, education and management advances from RLS and 
ATRC possible. 

 

Toni has trained or coordinated more than 300 divers collecting RLS or ATRC data on over 
80 field trips in often remote areas of the eastern and central Pacific, Caribbean, South 
Africa and all corners of Australia. She has also been an instrumental team member on 
many other projects at the University of Tasmania since 2008, in particular, supporting 
teams in assessing rock lobster recruitment, abalone fisheries, handfish conservation and 
kelp restoration. Toni has supported field and computer-based projects of numerous 
postdoc researchers, PhD and Honours students, as well as an extensive team of 
international collaborators from 12 countries.  


