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The 2026 Jubilee Award winner is Dr John Keesing, an internationally recognised 
marine scientist whose career has transformed understanding of Australian marine 
ecosystems from foundational species ecology to integrated, ecosystem‑scale 
science.  

 

Dr Keesing’s early research established critical ecological baselines and 
understanding for key species and habitats, including Roe’s abalone and 
crown‑of‑thorns starfish, shifting understanding toward the importance of 
post‑settlement processes in reef ecosystems. John’s research has pioneered 
several marine science techniques, including culturing larvae and juvenile starfish, 
using sediment core analyses to reconstruct historical water quality, adaptive 
management frameworks for trawling impacts, and jellyfish and algal bloom 
monitoring. These techniques and methods are now standard approaches used by 
marine ecologists and managers worldwide. 

 

Through leadership of major collaborative programs, John advanced multidisciplinary 
approaches that integrated oceanography, biogeochemistry, and ecology to reshape 
our knowledge of ecosystem function on Australia’s west coast. A significant focus of 
John’s has also been addressing complex ecological interactions operating across 
spatial and temporal scales, providing critical insights into how climate change, 
fisheries pressure, and compounding disturbances influence marine ecosystems and 
their recovery. John established work programs across several fields to support the 
development of evidence‑based policies that balance ecological health with 
economic activity, including long-term recovery of trawled marine communities, 
climate change and phytoplankton dynamics, and marine monitoring for offshore 
carbon storage.  



 

Beyond research, John plays a key role in shaping conservation outcomes as a 
Commissioner on the Western Australian Conservation and Parks Commission. His 
scientific expertise directly informs the management of marine parks and protected 
areas, ensuring that policy decisions are underpinned by robust ecological evidence. 
John’s legacy is evidenced by the many marine science careers he has helped 
shape over the past 40 years. John has contributed significantly to our 
understanding of marine biodiversity, strengthened conservation policy, and built 
enduring scientific capacity through discovery-driven research, national-scale 
leadership, and sustained mentorship. 

 

 

 

 

 


