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The 2026 Emerging Leader in Marine Science is Dr Dominic McAfee, a Future Making Fellow

at the Environment Institute and School of Biological Sciences, Adelaide University.

An internationally recognised leader in marine restoration science, Dominic’s research is at
the forefront of efforts to address coastal ecosystem loss by integrating ecological theory,
applied restoration, and social-ecological systems. Dominic has transformed restoration
practice by advancing ecological understanding, developing innovative restoration
technologies, and integrating social science to address the key challenge of how to restore
ecosystems at scale in a rapidly changing world. His work is distinguished by its originality,
interdisciplinarity, and strong translation into practice for real-world environmental outcomes,
which he has used to foster a positive and inclusive research culture, with over 30 students

supervised so far.

Dominic’s research delivers impact beyond academia by informing policy, shaping restoration
practice, and mobilising communities. He is leading a program to deliver 25 community-based
shellfish reefs that is locally embedded and co-designed with Aboriginal organisations,
schools, and industry. Dominic serves on multiple advisory bodies to provide scientific
guidance on marine restoration and blue infrastructure, and most recently has shown
leadership during the environmental crisis involving the harmful algal bloom off South

Australia.



