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Olivia Sharp

PhD Candidate
Adelaide University

The 2026 Allen Student Travel Award winner is Olivia Sharp, a PhD candidate at Adelaide
University. Ollie’s research sits at the intersection of social and natural sciences and explores
the representation of cetaceans in Australian media and why they attract so much public
interest. Undertaking sentiment analysis on positive and negative news stories, Ollie
demonstrates the importance of emotions in motivating conservation action and highlights the

need for further communication of conservation science.

Ollie’s research is presented through an environmental psychology lens which is needed for
connecting the public to the sea; one of the ten critical challenges under the UN’s Ocean
Decade. Ollie will present her PhD research at the AMSA 2026 Conference and will use the
opportunity to connect with other social scientists as well as colleagues in marine ecology,
oceanography, and fisheries management to better understand conservation threats.



