Preamble

In 2017, a group of dedicated marine custodians congregated in Darwin at the annual
Australian Marine Sciences Association conference. They subsequently gathered again
in South Australia in 2018. It was during these gatherings that the need for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander contributions to AMSA became increasingly evident. In 2019,
in Western Australia, the first AMSA Aboriginal Working Group was formed. From this
point forward, we have embarked on a collective journey to move as one into the future
of Australian marine sciences. We acknowledge and honour all those who are, or who
have been, part of this profound evolution of collaboration and shared purpose.

nipaluna (Hobart) Statement

The Aboriginal & Torres Strait Peoples are the first scientists of Australia.

As a community of marine scientists and knowledge holders, we recognise the wisdom,
kinship and authority vested in Sea Country.

We must work in genuine collaboration, using our collective knowledges to create and
deliver solutions to the challenges of our time.

Our future depends on the respect and recognition of the inherent rights and interests
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

It is essential that the primacy of Cultural Science? is acknowledged and supported, and
that our knowledges meet on a current of equity.

The Australian Marine Sciences Association Inc. (AMSA) is the peak body for marine
science in Australia. AMSA and its members recognise and respect the length, depth and
breadth of generations on generations of Indigenous knowledge systems in Australia.

AMSA and its members are accountable to Country, its cultural protocols, Elders and
future generations. Forging long-lasting relationships to build an inclusive research
community that realises this vision is essential.

We need to ensure our environments and land, sea, and sky kin are strong with us on
this journey. We can achieve this in trust and genuine partnership into the future.

! Indigenous science holds ecological, cultural, and spiritual knowledge passed through generations, offering deep
insight into sustainability and stewardship. Cultural science, an emerging field, explores how culture—shaped by
language, practices, and belief systems—evolves over time, influencing human behaviour and society through
complex, adaptive systems grounded in multiple disciplines.



AUSTRALIAN MARINE SCIENCES ASSOCIATION

Commitments

1. AMSA

Recognise and respect Cultural Science and voices, including sovereignty rights.

Ensure AMSA progresses and evolves so the primacy and equity of Cultural
Science in this space is constant.

Facilitate researchers’ awareness of, and respect for, cultural protocols on
Country and in science. AMSA will promote and provide its voice in leading
practice by continuing the Indigenous Engagement Sub Committee.

AMSA will expect its state branches, officers and members to uphold our values
and standards.

2. AMSA members and partner organisations

Understand the inherent roles, responsibilities, and stewardship of culture, the
environment, biodiversity, land, sea, and sky kin.

Embrace and prioritise Cultural Science and knowledge systems of First Nations,
the first scientists across Australia, Asia Pacific and the globe.

Hold each other accountable and ensure that research embodies reciprocal
tangible benefits for the community.

Be personally responsible for your research to reflect these values.

3. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Scientists and Cultural Scientists

Continue elevating each other and walk in partnerships to do better for Country,
land, sea and sky kin and future generations.

Encourage mobs to attend and give voice to the ‘deadly’ knowledge they have.
Empower each other to share the awesome work being done for Country.

Ensure that intergenerational knowledge transfer has a place and platform within
AMSA.

Let’s support and uplift each other in the vital work of caring for Country, and
celebrate the strength and wisdom held across Country.




